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subjects of dispute. Hence you can scarcely imagine how
I deplore the mission of Sir Stratford Canning, for I fear
that it may lead to grave misunderstandings/

" The next morning (Thursday), the eve of our departure,
TcheffMne was with us early, and announced, as a secret,
that the day before I had been named to a Great Cross of
St. Stanislaus, and De Verneuil to a Second Cross of St.
Anne.

" At midnight I went to bed, and was speedily awakened
by a serjeant with a dozen of crosses on his breast, who
came in with candles, accompanied by Madame Wilson's
Gregorio (the Eussian servant), and holding in his hand
two ponderous despatches containing the new orders for
De Verneuil and myself. At first I begged that the con-
ference might be deferred till daylight, but the serjeant per-
sisted, and kept his post until I sat up in my night-cap
as a Knight Grand Cross of Stanislaus, and signed the book
of receipt, when I gave the envoy a dozen of silver roubles,
and the tilega was soon heard to rattle quickly from the
door, and Mrs. Wilson's was again left to quiet at two
o'clock A.M."

Prom the festivities of St. Petersburg Murchison and De
Yerneuil turned once more to field geology. Sailing clown
the Baltic and skirting the shores of Finland, they began an
examination of the ice-worn rocks and an argumentation
thereon, which appears to have taken up quite as much of
their time and thought as the structure and fossils of the
ancient rocks. Murchison stood out stoutly for icebergs,
and traced, or believed he could trace, their impress all
along the Finland coast and over the whole of the southern
tracts of Sweden. De Verneuil interposed on behalf of from any irritating
